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Cold Ashby Parish Council
Minutes
May 4th, 2022

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4 May at 7.30 p.m. in the sports pavilion

Present: Councillors Roper (chairman), Bailey, Harpham, Peel, Taylor, Williams Ra, Williams Ri. The clerk. Ten residents

Interests: none

Apologies: all present. 

Minutes: minutes of the meeting of the Council on the 6th April 2022 were approved as an accurate record of the meeting.

Matters arising: none. 

Open forum: 1. the two litter bins on the Playing Fields are not being emptied (TM). The clerk undertook to contact Norse. 2. There was much animated discussion on the planning situation at the local public house and on its deteriorating state and appearance. The view of the meeting was that this was to the general detriment of the village. There was also dissatisfaction with the response of the planning department (reported by MD) which was of the view that no significant harm was being done to the village, that there were no issues that warranted enforcement and a presumption that opposition to the present state of affairs was limited to a small section of the village. All these assumptions were incorrect (examples were given and have been recorded) and are to be challenged robustly. 

Accounts: Members approved the tabled accounts and authorized the payments contained in them. The balance reported was £20,382.09 (£13,099.39 and £7282.70). 

War Memorial: the council approved the following resolution unanimously:

Resolved: to include a sum of £3,500 in the special projects budget for 2023-24 (in case of an unsuccessful grant bid) for the purchase and erection of a suitably designed war memorial on the ‘village green’ or other suitable location. The memorial design and location are to be approved by the PC in consultation with local residents. The form of the consultation will be reported to the PC.

Internal Audit Report: the internal auditor received the report of the IA which found no issues and agreed to conclude the procedures for the annual audit of 2021-22.

Annual Assembly agenda: the attached draft of the assembly agenda was approved with the addition of an item on the Village Hall which was moved to the top of the agenda to allow representatives to attend.

Traffic Survey: the survey is to begin in early June and last for three weeks.

 Appointment of new clerk. It was agreed that the clerk and Councillor Ri Williams should form a search committee to report to the Council on the appointment of a new clerk on scale point7/8 of the ‘Green Book’ salary scale for an initial 20 hours per month. The Clerk is to provide information for a local leaflet as part of the search process.

Other bodies: to receive any verbal reports from the council’s representatives on other bodies. Cllr Bailey commented on the success of the pavilion and the village hall in attracting people to new events; he said a joint schedule was being prepared and would be published soon. The Council endorsed his thanks to the small number of people who had worked very hard to bring this about.

Post: none
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